MlCROGRAHPIA. 

thofe kinds of cruft accous creatures, efpecially about their bellies nn a 
fte md of three kinds 5 the head F teem’d cover’d with a kind offend 
fhell, the thorax with two fmooth (hells, or Rings, G G, and the belte 
with eight knobb d ones. I could not certainly find whether it had under 
thefe laft (hells any wings, but I fufpeCt the contrary } for I have not found 
any wing d Infeft with eight leggs, two of thofe leggs being always con- 
verted into wings, and, for the moft part, thofe that have but fix, have 
Wings. c 

This creature, though I could never meet with more then one of 
them, and fe> could not make fo many examinations of it as otherwife I 
would,Idid notwithftanding,by reafon of the great curiofity that appear’d 
to me in its (bape, delineate it, to fhew that, in all likelihood, Nature had 
crouded together into this very minute InfeCt, as many, and as excellent 
contrivances, as into the body of a very large Crab, which exceeds it in 
bulk, perhaps, fome Millions of times 5 for as to all the apparent parts.there 
is a greater rather then a lefs multiplicity of parts,each legg has as many 
parts, and as many joints as a Crabs, nay.and as many hairs or brides 5 and 
the like may be in all the other vifible parts $ and ’tis very likely,that the 
internal curiofities are not lefs excellent : It being a general rule in Na- 
ture’s proceedings, that where Ihe begins to difplay any excellency, if 
the fubjeCt be further fearch’d into, it will manifett, that there is not lefs 
curiofity in thofe parts which our fingle eye cannot reach, then in thofe 
which are more obvious. 


Obferv. L \ I. Of the [mall Silver-colour d Book- worm. 

A S among greater Animals there are many that are fealed, both for 
ornament and defence, lb are there not wanting fuch alfo among the 
lefler bodies of InfeCfs, whereof this little creature gives us an Inftance. 
It is a fmall white Silver-lhining Worm or Moth, which I found much con- 
verfant among Books and Papers, and is fuppos’d to be that which cor- 
rodes and eats holes through the leaves and covers it appears to the 
naked eye, afmall glittering Pearl-colour’d Moth, which upon the remov- 
ing of Books and Papers in the Summer, is often obferv’d very nimbly to 
feud, and pack away to fome lurking cranney, where it may the better 
proteft it (elf from any appearing dangers. Its head appears bigg and 
blunt, and its body tapers from it towads the tail, (mailer and (mailer, be- 
ing fhap’d almoft like a Carret. 

This the Microfcopical appearance will more plainly manifett, which ex- 
hibits,in the third Figure of the 33. Scheme , a conical body, divided into 
fourteen feveral partitions, being the appearance of fo many feveral fliels, 
or ttiields that cover the whole body, every of thefe (hells are again co- 
ver’d or tiled over with a multitude of thin tranlparent feales, which, 
from the multiplicity of their reflecting furfaces,make the whole Animal 
appear of a perfect Pearl-colour. . ^ 


Micrographia. 

Whichjby the way, may hint us the reafon of that fo much admired ap- 
pearance of thofe fo highly efteem d bodies, as alfo of the like in mother 
of Pearl-lhells, and in multitudes of other fhelly Sea-fubttances} for they 
each of them confifting ot an infinite number of very thin (hells or la- 
minated orbiculations, eaufe fuch multitudes of reflections, that the com- 
pofitions of them together with the reflections of others that are lo thin 
as to afford colours (of which I elfevvhere give the reafon) gives a ve- 
ry'pleafent reflection of light. And that this is the true eaufe, teems likely, 
firft, becaufe all thofe fo appearing bodies are compounded of multitudes 
of plated fubttances. And next that,by ordering any trafparent- fubttance 
after this manner, the like Theenomena. may be produc’d ; this will be made 
very obvious by the blowing of Glafs into exceeding thin (hells, and 
then breaking them into fcales,which any lamp-worker will prelently do 5 
fora goodquantity of thefe tea les,la id in a heap together, have much the 
fame refemblance of Pearls. Another way, not lefs inftruCtive and plea- 
fant, is a way which I have feveral times done, which is by working and 
tolling, as ’twere, a parcel of pure cry ftal line glais whiltt it is kept glowing 
hot in the blown flame of a Lamp, for, by that means, that purely traplpa- 
rent body will be fo divided info an infinite number of plates, or (mall 
firings, with interpos’d aerial plates and Ji'hres, that from the multiplicity 
of the reflections from each of thofe internal furfaces, it may be drawn 
out into curious Pearl-like or Silver wire, which though fmall, will yet 
be opacous’j the fame thing I have done, with a compofition of red Colo- 
phon and Turpentine^ and a little Bee’s Wax, and may be done likewife 
with Birdlime, and fuch like glutinous and tranfparcnt bodies : But to re- 
turn to our defeription. 

The (mall blunt head of this InfeCt was furnifh d on either fide of it 
with a clutter of eyes, each of which leem’d to contain but a very few in 
comparifon of what I had obferv'd the clutters of other InfeCts to abound 
with } each of thefe clutters were befet with a row of fmall brides, much 
like the cilia or hairs on the eye-lids, and, perhaps, they ferv’d for the 
lame purpofe. It had two long horns before, which were (freight and 
tapering towards the top, curioully ring'd or knobb’d, and bnfled much 
like the Marfh Weed, call’d Horfe-taTl, or Cats-tail, having at each knot 
atnng d Girdle, as I may fo call it, of fmaller hairs, and feveral bigger and 
larger brides, here and there difpers'd among them : befides thefe it had 
two (hotter horns, or feelers, which were knotted- and fring’d iuft as the 
former, but wanted brides, and were blunt at the ends 5 the hinder part 
oi the creature was terminated with three tails, in every particular re- 
lembiing the two longer horns that grew out of the head : The leeps of 
it were (cal d and hair’d much like the rett, but are notexprefs’d "in this 
figure the Moth being intangled all in Glew, and fo theleggs of this 
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This Animal probably feeds upon the Paper and covers of Eooks and 
perforates in them feveral fmall round holes, finding, perhaps a conve- 
meut nourilhment ,n thofe hufc of Hemp ’and Flax; whiehhdve p?ft'd 
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